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 Statutory definition of environmental justice 

“Environmental justice means the fair treatment 

of people of all races, cultures, and incomes 

with respect to the development, adoption, 

implementation and enforcement of 

environmental laws, regulations, and policies.”  

    Gov. Code §65040.12(e) 
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 Aristotle - 2000 years ago 

 Defined the most 
fundamental principle of 
justice—“equals should be 
treated equally and 
unequals unequally.”  

 Justice is a sort of 
proportion—“that which is 
just, then in this sense is 
that which is proportionate, 
and that which is unjust is 
that which is 
disproportionate.” 
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 First National People of Color Environmental 

Leadership Summit – 20 years ago 

 Principles of environmental justices drafted 

and adopted 

 Support an inclusive definition for 

environment: “where people live, work, play 

and learn, as well as the physical and natural 

environment.” 
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 No universally accepted definition of 

environmental justice. 

 Environmental justice is commonly viewed 

through two foundational theories:   

 

Distributive 
Justice 

Procedural 
Justice 
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Distributive 
Justice 

Fair share 

Benefits and 
burdens 

distributed 
evenly 

Disproportionate 
impacts 

 Fair share of 

desirable and 

undesirable land 

uses 

 Environmental and 

public health 

disproportionate 

impacts  

 People of color and 

those with low 

income  



Environmental Justice 

11 

Procedural 
Justice 

Legal and 
technical 

assistance 

Equal access to 
decision-makers 

and decision 
making process 

Meaningful 
participation 

 Fair Play 

 Process allows for 
dialogue between 
community and 
decision-makers 

 Data and materials in 
language understood 
by residents 

 Participation cannot 
be meaningful unless 
it has the ability to 
influence ultimate 
decision 
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• Identifies 17 indicators 

of environmental and 

socioeconomic 

conditions.  

• Presents a broad 

picture of the relative 

burdens communities 

face from 

environmental 

pollution. 
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Top 10% Zip 

Codes 
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Race/ Ethnicity 
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Race/ Ethnicity 
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Race/ Ethnicity 
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Race/ Ethnicity 
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Latinos 
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African-Americans 
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Non-Hispanic 

Whites 
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 Agency-wide 

 Compliance and 

Enforcement Unit 

 Prioritizes areas 

identified by 

CalEnviroScreen 

for compliance and 

enforcement  

CalEnviroScreen – Using the 

Tool  
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 SB 535 (De Leon, 2012) 

 CalEPA shall identify 

“disadvantaged communities” 

for cap and trade proceeds 

investment opportunities 

 25 percent of proceeds to 

benefit disadvantaged 

communities and at least 10 

percent of the proceeds must 

be invested in projects located 

within those communities. 

CalEnviroScreen – Using the 

Tool  
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 SB 43 (Wolk, 2013) 

 Allows people to buy power 

from small to medium-sized 

solar energy plants and receive 

a credit on their utility bill for 

the clean energy produced 

 100 MW reserved for facilities 

in areas disproportionately 

impacted by environmental 

pollution or socioeconomic 

vulnerability as identified by 

CalEPA.  

CalEnviroScreen – Using the 

Tool  
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 Strategic Growth Council 

 Sustainable Development 

Planning Grants 

 25% of the funding cycle set 

aside for proposals that include 

and specifically benefit 

Environmental Justice 

communities 

 Utilizes CalEnviroScreen to 

identify environmental justice 

communities 

 

CalEnviroScreen – Using the 

Tool  
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 Participation 

in community 

based 

enforcement 

networks 
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 Environmenta

l complaint 

monitoring 

systems  

 Local task 

force 

approach 

 Communities 

help address 

environmenta

l problems 



Community Environmental Enforcement 

Networks  

 Resident observes oil operation 
discharging water into a unlined 
pond 
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Community Environmental Enforcement 

Networks  

 Resident captures discharge on 

video  
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Community Environmental Enforcement 

Networks  

 Complaint 

filed with 

Cal/EPA and 

Community 

Environment

al 

Enforcement 

Network 
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Community Environmental Enforcement 

Networks  

 Enforcement 

action 
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EPA Legal Tools 

Strategy Tool 



EPA - Legal Tools  

 Identifies key legal 

authorities for 

policy makers to 

consider in 

advancing 

environmental 

justice. 
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EPA - Legal Tools  

 TMDLS 

 State has broad discretion in 
deciding how to assign 
allocations. 

 Pollutants may particularly affect 
highly impacted communities, due 
to significant exposures to other 
pollutants. 

 Potential ability to exercise 
discretion by reducing load 
allocations to sources that would 
directly impact highly impacted 
communities.  
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CalEPA Tribal Policy 

Strategy Tool 



Cal/EPA Tribal Policy  

 Cal/EPA’s first 

Tribal Policy 

 Signed in 2009 

 Provides 

definitions and 

guiding 

principles  

 Presented 

specific action 

items 
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Executive Order B-10-11  
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 Shall encourage 

communication and 

consultation with California 

Indian Tribes 

 Legislation 

 Rules and Regulations 

 Policies  
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 Define Consultation 

 Update Action Items 

 Communication Protocol 

 Consultation Protocol   

 

Tribal 
Policy 

Appendix A 

Communication 
Protocol 

Appendix B  

Consultation 
Protocol 
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Arsenio Mataka 

Assistant Secretary 

California Environmental Protection Agency 
 

Arsenio.Mataka@calepa.ca.gov 

(916) 323-0445 


